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Bussy and the army of Viziaram Razu in 1756. When
Bussy entered the fort, he found every man of the garrison
dead or mortally wounded. During the attack, in order to
preserve the women and children from violation by the
enemy, the habitations in the fort were set fire to, and
those who attempted to escape were stabbed. The tragedy
is commemorated by an obelisk erected by the Maharaja,
to whom the town owes the Victoria Market, Victoria
Memorial Hall, a gosha hospital, and other buildings.
CALICUT (76,981). The administrative head-quarters
of Malabar, which gives its name to the cotton cloth
called calico. At West Hill are the barracks for British
infantry. At the suburb of Kallayi, where the Kallayi
river opens into the sea, there is a steam saw-mill for
sawing timber, much of which is floated down the river.
CALINGAPATAM (5,019), a sea-port on the Ganjam
coast
CANNANORE (27,811), a sea-port town in Malabar,
which was, in former times, an important military station,
of which many evidences survive.
CHIDAMBARAM (19,909), in the South Arcot district,
regarded by Saivites as one of the five most sacred places
in South India, the others being Conjeeveram, Kalahasti,
Tiruvanaikovil, and Tiruvannamalai. At Chidambaram
the emblem of the god is the ether linga, which has no
actual existence, but is represented by an empty space in
the holy of holies called the akasa or ether linga, wherein
lies the so-called Chidambara rahasya, or secret of worship
at Chidambaram. The deity worshipped is Natesa or
Nataraja, the lord or king of dancers. Of late years the
Nattukottai Chettis (bankers and money-lenders) have
spent very large sums on the restoration of the temple.
The temple affairs are managed by a class of Brahmans
called Dikshitars, who are also known as Thillai Muvayira-
var, or the three thousand who started from Benares for